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The Worshipful The Mayor of Bournemouth, Councillor Stephen Chappell MA

The Under-Secretary of State for Defence and Minister for Veterans, Mr Kevan Jones MP

The Chief of the Air Staff, Air Chief Marshal Sir Glenn Torpy GCB CBE DSO ADC BSc(Eng) FRAeS FCGI RAF
The Air Member for Personnel, Air Marshal Simon Bryant CBE RAF
The Commandant Air Cadets, Air Commodore Ian Stewart BSc RAF 
The Air Force Board of the Defence Council, for their help and for facilitating the attendance of Royal Air Force participants

The Chaplain in Chief of the Royal Air Force, The Reverend (Air Vice-Marshal) Peter Mills QHC BD CPS RAF
The Band of the Royal Air Force Regiment (Director of Music, Flying Officer Matt Little RAF)
The Guard of Honour provided by No 130 (Bournemouth), No 171 (Christchurch), No 149 (Poole) Squadrons ATC.

INTRODUCTION
The 2009 Annual Conference of The Royal Air Forces Association was held at the Bournemouth International Centre on the 15th - 17th May 2009.   The Conference was opened by The Worshipful The Mayor of Bournemouth, Councillor Stephen Chappell MA.   The Chairman of Conference was Air Marshal Philip Sturley CB MBE.
THE SILENT TRIBUTE
The Silent Tribute to the Fallen was conducted by the Chaplain in Chief of the Royal Air Force, The Reverend (Air Vice-Marshal) Peter Mills QHC BD CPS RAF.  
MESSAGES OF GREETING
The President announced that messages of greeting had been received from Her Majesty The Queen, Patron of the Association, His Royal Highness The Duke of Edinburgh, past President, and from His Royal Highness The Prince of Wales, also past President.  Other messages of greeting were received from:

Air Force Association 
Aircrew Association

Association of Jewish Ex Service Men & Women 
Combat Stress Ex Services Mental Welfare Society 

Royal Observer Corps Association

Royal Air Force Widows’ Association

British Limbless Ex Service Men’s Association 

Bomber Command Association

Chief of the Air Staff

Polish Air Force Association Charitable Trust 
Royal Air Force Benevolent Fund 
Royal Air Force Gang Shows Association

Royal Australian Air Force Association 
Royal British Legion

Air Force Association of Canada

Royal Naval Association

Royal New Zealand Air Force Association 
Royal Star & Garter Home for Disabled Ex Service Men & Women

SSAFA Forces Help

Victory Services Association Ltd

South African Area, RAFA

PRESENTATION OF NATIONAL PRESIDENTIAL CERTIFICATES
The President presented National Presidential Certificates, awarded to coincide with The Queen's Birthday Honours List 2008 and The New Year Honours List 2009.

PRESENTATION OF FLYING SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS AND
“CADET 9 CHALLENGE” AWARD

The Air Member for Personnel presented Awards to Flying Scholarship winners and also the “Cadet 9 Challenge” Award.  

ADDRESS BY THE CHIEF OF THE AIR STAFF
AIR CHIEF MARSHAL SIR GLENN TORPY GCB CBE DSO ADC BSc(Eng) FRAeS FCGI RAF

The Chief of the Air Staff, Air Chief Marshal Sir Glenn Torpy, began his speech by stating that it gave him huge pleasure to address his fourth and last RAFA Annual Conference.  

He added that the Conference was a very important event in the calendar not just for the Association but for the RAF as well, as it was an opportunity to exchange ideas, to meet old friends and to build new relationships.

He began his address on RAF operations by stating that this remained the highest priority and dominated everybody’s lives on the front line and back at home.  All three Services were working exceptionally hard in the two major theatres and in the case of the RAF, had around 3,000 people still deployed predominantly in Iraq and Afghanistan and had genuinely made some very good progress, particularly in Iraq.

In his view, “One of the most significant things was the provincial elections held in Iraq and the most interesting thing for me was the turn out, which was 51% and matched up very credibly to the turn out in our general elections, but also the way that the Iraqi Security Forces handled all the security with only one security incident in the whole of Iraq, and that was a measure of the improvement that had been seen.”  With that, the decision had been made to withdraw out of Iraq, which was hoped to be completed by July 2009.  Approximately 400 Servicemen and women would remain from all three Services to continue to train the Iraq Security Forces, reducing to 250 personnel over the coming years.

This was a very significant milestone for the RAF because it drew to a close 19 years of virtually continuous operations over Iraq, which had commenced in 1990 with the First Gulf War.  He paid tribute to the men and women of the RAF who had contributed during this period and had delivered a successful outcome. 

What that meant for the RAF was that they would now have the opportunity to obtain a much better balance than they had had for the last 6 years.  Consolidation could now take place in Afghanistan, and although it did not mean they were able to produce a lot more capability, they would be able to bolster certain key areas and put the RAF in a much better long term balance, as there was no doubt that they would be in Afghanistan for a few years.  With the withdrawal from Iraq, it was probable that half a dozen Merlin Helicopters would be moved across to Afghanistan, which was one of the key capabilities that were needed.  The RAF would also be withdrawing the Harriers in June and replacing them with Tornados and the reason for this was the fact that the Harriers had now been operating in Afghanistan since September 2004, working at an exceptional tempo and they needed a rest.

In both theatres, the Royal Air Force has been contributing across every one of their roles and there is not one part of the front line that had not been involved in some shape or form, from the fast jets of the Tornados and Harriers to the air-to-air refuelling and air transport forces, as well as the helicopter forces that have been operating in one of the most demanding environmental areas you would ever find.  He also paid tribute to the Intelligence and Surveillance Community, the RAF Regiment who were performing a fantastic role in terms of protecting our bases and the RAF Reserves who were very closely integrated with the regular forces now, and were a vital part of capability in some of the specialist areas.  He further added that there was no doubt that the RAF had for the last 6 years been operating at the highest level of sustained capability that he had seen in his 35 years in the Service.

He also spoke of the 1200 people in the Falkland Islands from across all three Services, who continued to do vital work, and increasingly against Russian aircraft which continued to probe around our air space, as well as the Naval Task Forces.  

It was also sometimes easy to overlook the Search and Rescue Forces which had come to prominence in recent months, sadly, because of the Puma accident off the North coast. None of these operations are either easy or risk-free and we shouldn’t underestimate the risks and the challenges that all of our people face in doing what we ask them to do. 

Back at home RAF personnel had been equally busy, not just in supporting operations, but making sure that the Service delivers value for money.  The RAF did have finite resources and we have got to make sure that we deliver the maximum we can from those resources.  A lot of new equipment was entering the RAF and he was delighted that the Service had signed up for the final tranche of Typhoons.  He also stated that the RAF had introduced new capabilities like unmanned air vehicles and had just deployed for the first time the advanced stand-off radar to Afghanistan which was a real boost. 

He further stated that “At the end of the day it comes down to people and I go out to Iraq and Afghanistan pretty regularly and always come back hugely impressed with what our people are doing in very challenging, very dangerous conditions and for people to do those extraordinary things they need the support of their families.  There is no doubt that the operations have taken a toll on our people, our equipment and their families as well. I think last year I mentioned I was really worried about retention and recruiting and I am delighted to say that because of many of the initiatives that we have brought in over the last 3 years, we have seen a reversal and much more positive indication on retention and recruiting”. 

He mentioned that the 90th Anniversary of the RAF last year was very significant because it gave a really good opportunity to reflect on what the Service had done in a relatively short period in history. 

The 70th Anniversary of the Battle of Britain will take place in 2010 with a significant ceremony in St Paul’s in commemoration and this would be yet another opportunity to raise the profile of the Service. 

As always, the RAF Association would play a huge role in the Anniversary and he said that RAFA was absolutely vital as part of the well being of the RAF Family, not just for those who have retired, but an absolute key for those still serving in the Royal Air Force and the RAF Auxiliaries as well as the Cadets. 

He added: “I believe that Cadets are our future.  We are 44,000, we are going to grow to 50,000 by 2018 - our 100th Anniversary – and again I never cease to be impressed by the standard of our youngsters”. 

Sir Glenn commended the work of the Station RAFALOs and their attendance at the RAFALO Conference the day before, which saw an increase on the Conference last year and a steady increase over the years. He said: “They really are a link between the Service and the Association and a vital part of the whole structure.”

He went on to describe the welfare work of the Association and said: “I am hugely grateful to all of you and the Association for not just the moral support you provide, but the tangible support that you provide for the RAF with Internet Cafes and Contact Houses, Norton House at Headley Court and the new initiatives we have seen this year.  Storybook Wings has really grown in volume and as people have got to know about this, I can see the enthusiasm that people are demonstrating for linking up people who are deployed away with their families back at home.”
Sir Glenn said he continued to be encouraged by the relationship between the RAF Association and the RAF Benevolent Fund and he also paid tribute to the RAF Families Federation.

The Association was a very important organisation for the RAF, but it was also important for maintaining the high profile of the Service, because it had become smaller over the years. Between yourselves and the Cadets, you are all over the country, whereas the RAF was now more focused on a smaller number of larger bases so you have a very important role in maintaining our presence in the consciousness of the general public throughout the country.

He thanked the Conference Delegates on behalf of everyone serving in today’s RAF for the RAF Association’s continued support and commitment.

The Chief of the Air Staff’s speech was met by generous and long applause. 

Before Sir Glenn left the stage, the President of the Association thanked him for all his support of the Association over the last four years and wished him and Lady Torpy all good fortune on his retirement from the Royal Air Force.    

ADDRESS BY THE UNDER-SECRETARY OF STATE FOR DEFENCE 
AND MINISTER FOR VETERANS 

MR KEVAN JONES MP  

A second keynote speech of the morning was given by The Under-Secretary of State for Defence and Minister for Veterans, Mr Kevan Jones MP.  
The Minister said it was a great honour to be invited to the Association’s Annual Conference and thanked the army of volunteers that the Association had in supporting not just veterans, but existing Armed Forces personnel in the RAF and on some occasions other Services as well. 

The Minister informed the Conference that he represented a constituency in North Durham that did not have any large RAF or Army bases, but he said he did have a lot of Armed Forces families. Recently on a visit to RAF Lossiemouth he had met a 19-year-old former constituent who was now winning gold medals for her work in catering in the RAF and this had impressed him very much.  He continued by stating that “If you want to see the best of British youth you need to visit some of our bases across the world. I have had the humbling experiences on six occasions of visiting Iraq and five visiting Afghanistan. If you want to see the best of British youth in all three Services you should meet the Servicemen and women you see there, carrying huge amounts of responsibility on such young shoulders.”

“What I want to ensure in my time as Minister is that we actually look after Servicemen and women and their families, so they don’t only get support from the Ministry of Defence, but also from other Government Departments.  So consequently when policies are being developed they and their families are being thought about during the process”.
Following recent Press coverage about the treatment of veterans in this country, he said: “I am determined to ensure that in my term as Veterans Minister, I do the most I can. I know there are some difficulties, for instance around the issue surrounding mental health, and that is something that I am determined to ensure is right and that the Health Service provides what needs to be provided”. 

ADOPTION OF THE REPORT OF THE ANNUAL CONFERENCE COMMITTEE
The Chairman of the Annual Conference Committee, Mr J Allison, moved the adoption of the Report of the Annual Conference Committee, which was duly seconded and adopted. 

THE ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2008
The Chairman of Central Council, Air Vice-Marshal Peter Liddell addressed Conference.

He said: “I am very pleased to say that at the operational level, 2008 was another very successful year. We made good progress with a budget surplus of over £1m but we have not been immune to the deep recession that was affecting the global economy and the value of our investments has declined sharply. Moreover we have significant funds on deposit that are currently frozen, and so from a financial point of view 2008 has been extremely challenging.” 

He pointed out that the economic climate had not been kind to the Association as the third phase of rebuilding was launched. That was to tackle the two major challenges that are faced; reversing the decline in membership numbers and increasing fundraising, but some very good progress had already been made in tackling these very closely inter-related issues.

He explained the present financial position in light of the recession, pointing out that we had benefited from generous legacy income that had exceeded £2m for the fourth year in a row. 

Investments had fallen by some 30% in line with the fall in the stock market and that had impacted on the level of free reserves, which now stood at £9.1m (£1.4m less than at the end of 2007). He also explained that the Association was one of the institutions with funds in Kaupthing Singer Friedlander (KSF), and this had meant that the Association had £4.2m with the bank when it was placed into administration by the Government.  The Chairman stated “While this is not a comfortable position for the Association to be in, the money has not been lost and we await details of what the return on our deposit will be and when those funds will be released.”  The Association, along with many other charities, was lobbying the Government for the return of that money quickly and in full. 

He added: “I am not in any way complacent about the challenges that we face, but the real message that I want to leave you with is that because of our prudence over the last few years we are well positioned to weather the financial storm and we are not in any danger of sinking – even if funds in KSF remain frozen for the foreseeable future.”

The Chairman was pleased to report that the results of improving RAFA membership numbers have been encouraging. Last year numbers declined by 2.2%, this was the smallest reduction in numbers for some years as figures for 2007 and 2006 were 4.1% and 6.5% respectively.  He stated that during the year there had been a number of events and features to raise the RAF Association’s profile – for example the Peterborough Carol Concert in December which was a sell out.  Following on from that success a similar concert would be held this year in Liverpool Cathedral – the fifth largest Cathedral in the world.

Moving to welfare issues, he pointed out that it had been two years since the transfer of Sussexdown to Care South. In that time Care South had delivered on all its promises and feedback from residents continues to be very positive. The EMI unit has been in operation for over a year and is used by mainly ex-RAF residents. It is to all intents and purposes operating as a RAFA Home and the local RAFA Branch is still very much as active there as ever.  He stated that “We are delighted with the relationship we have with Care South, but the future of Sussexdown as a RAFA Home lies very much in our hands. Ex-RAF applicants have absolute priority on the waiting list, but unless they continue to apply then it is inevitable that the Home will lose its RAF ethos and character. Please spread the word about Sussexdown and let’s hope that it still continues to prosper as a RAFA Home.”

The Chairman offered his thanks to the 600 Honorary Welfare Officers and spoke about training for Caseworkers which will provide them with the additional skills they need to handle the more difficult welfare cases.

He spoke about the welfare support for the serving RAF community through initiatives such as Internet Cafes and the refurbishment of Contact Housing. The launch of Storybook Wings last year had also been successful and RAFA was in talks with the RAF Sports Board to see where it might best support RAF sports. For 2009 it was more of the same.

The Chairman explained the role of the Families Federation and applauded them for building on the foundations in 2007 to enjoy a hugely successful first year of operations. 

In closing, the Chairman gave thanks to Sir Rob Wright, the Controller of the RAF Benevolent Fund.  He said: “It is vital that our organisations work together effectively in support of the RAF Family and I am delighted at the growing strength of our relationship under Sir Rob’s leadership.”

He also thanked the many individuals in many different Branches for all their help and support – he highlighted in particular the Shoreham Branch and the Shoreham Air Show team for all that they do on RAFA’s behalf.

The Chairman thanked the Honorary Treasurer, Allan Vaughan, who was standing down after 8 years in post, for his unfailing support and commitment to the organisation. He added: “We have been very fortunate indeed to have a man of Allan’s ability and commitment in that post and what you have achieved has been excellent.”  He also welcomed the new Honorary Treasurer, Air Commodore John Harrison, to the Association. 
The Chairman also thanked Group Captain Bob Grattan who had done a great deal of work behind the scenes for the Association as Chairman of the Internal Audit Committee.  Bob was stepping down as Chairman and will be replaced by Mrs Beryl Dennett-Stannard.

Warm thanks were given also to the former Secretary General, Ed Jarron, who had left the Association at the end of 2008.  He said: “We are very grateful to Ed for everything that he did for the Association, he worked extremely hard and it is a great credit to him that the Association is in the robust health that it is in today.”

Thanks finally went to Margaret Duff, the RAFA Annual Conference Organiser, ably assisted by Dr Bryan Pattison, Brian Hartley and Jill Higginson.

PRESENTATION OF THE ANNUAL ACCOUNTS FOR 2008
The Honorary Treasurer, Air Commodore Allan Vaughan, began by stating that 2008 had been anything but boring in terms of the global financial situation and its impact on the Association.  In the summer of 2008 came along the global financial meltdown triggered by over exposure of banks and other financial institutions to bad debts. 

Our Government as a consequence of financial issues affecting Icelandic Banks put Kaupthing Singer Friedlander (KSF), a UK bank, into forced administration ostensibly to protect British depositors from losing their money. The Government’s seemingly good intention in placing KSF into administration had caused a significant issue for the Association and had led to a qualification by the Auditors in terms of how the Association had dealt with the freezing of our deposits with KSF in our accounts.  He stressed that the Association’s funds were not lost, and we must await the outcome of the administration process.  The Association had joined a lobby group called ‘Save Our Savings’, a group of 30 charities with funds in KSF, which has been effective in putting pressure on the Government to treat Charities in the same way as private investors in terms of compensation.  We have the support of the House of Commons Treasury Select Committee and would continue to put pressure on the Government.

Unfortunately, the process of administration will be a long-winded affair and could take many months before a final solution to the fate of KSF is determined.  He encouraged members to write to their MP’s to express their concerns and put pressure on the Government.

With reference to the accounts, he stated that whilst the overall worth of the Association had declined, it was still some £1.9m above the 2006 figure and our cash flow remained stable.

He summarised the position by stating that the Association was still in good health financially and the financial management reports provided monthly to Trustees allowed them to exercise careful and prudent management in a timely manner. 

 RESULTS OF ELECTIONS
Elected as Honorary Treasurer Unopposed

Air Commodore J Harrison
Elected as Members of Council 
Mrs J Boothman        
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Dr B Pattison
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Mr J Lee


Mr J B Wilkie






 

Elected as Members of the Annual Conference Committee Unopposed
Mr J H Allison
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Mr J Harris








The following are the Area Representatives serving on Council for 2009/10
South East & Eastern Area



Mr F Barrett
Wales, Midland & South Western
Area

Sqn Ldr J Tisbury
Northern Area




Mr G Middleton
Scotland & Northern Ireland Area


Mr J Skelton
European Area




Mr B Darke
ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2009
RESOLUTIONS CARRIED
ROYAL CHARTER, RULES, BYELAWS AND REGULATIONS
5.   This Conference, having noted CC Paper 2/09, resolves that the tenure of office for Elected Members of Central Council and the Annual Conference Committee be increased from one to two years, with effect from Elections 2010 and that the Association’s governing documents be amended accordingly 

FINANCE
6.   This Conference resolves that the membership be provided with a periodic summary of the Association’s investments and cash deposits at intervals not exceeding 6 months.
ANNUAL CONFERENCE
8.   This Conference, having noted CC Paper 1/09, resolves that Annual Conference 2013 be held at Eastbourne.

APPEALS AND FUNDRAISING 
9.   This Conference resolves that donations and other gifts from Branch Funds or individuals to Welfare Homes or welfare projects be unrestricted in their use.

10.   This Conference resolves that the Association campaigns for Members of Parliament, Media Announcers and similar celebrities to feel moved to wear a Wings badge throughout Battle of Britain Week.

MISCELLANEOUS
11.   This Conference requests Central Council to seek Government action to ensure that the period of silence during Services of Remembrance, organised by ex-Service Organisations, is strictly observed by the halting of vehicular traffic, without charge to the organisation.

13.   This Conference resolves that Central Council investigates the potential viability of a RAFA Credit Union and report back to Conference 2010.

14.   This Conference requires that some form of protective clothing be provided for Standard Bearers to wear whilst on duty in inclement weather.
EMERGENCY RESOLUTIONS
1.   This Conference approves the way forward in modernising the branding of the Association as presented at Annual Conference 2009.
2.   This Conference, appreciating his service to the Association, invites Air Commodore Allan Vaughan to become a Life Vice-President of the Association    
RESOLUTIONS NOT CARRIED
1.   This Conference resolves that South East Area and Eastern Area be separated into two single Areas with the individual titles of South East Area and Eastern Area.

2.   This Conference requires Central Council to determine a method to limit the number of consecutive terms of office served by elected and appointed members of Central Council, Area Councils and the Annual Conference Committee in order to achieve a regular turnover of personnel, and to report with appropriate proposals to Conference 2010.

3.   This Conference resolves that a new position be created on Central Council specifically reserved for an elected Associate Member with effect from Elections 2010 and that the Association’s governing documents be amended accordingly.

4.   This Conference resolves that Resolution 40/2004 on Postal Voting be rescinded to place responsibility for the election of Central Council and the Annual Conference Committee Members back to Annual Conference and that the Association’s governing documents be amended accordingly.

7.   This Conference requires that the Association’s Investment Managers invariably be consulted when investments or single cash deposits valued at 5% or more of total assets are proposed.
RESOLUTIONS THAT FELL

12.   This Conference resolves that the Monday following every September 15th be called “Battle of Britain Day” and be recognised as a Public or Bank Holiday.

SEMINARS
On completion of the Resolutions, briefings and seminars took place on the following subjects:    
RAFA Remembrance Garden at the National Memorial Arboretum

Grahame Jones, the new Secretary General, gave Conference an illustrative talk about the site for the proposed new Remembrance Garden at the National Memorial Arboretum located at Alrewas, Staffordshire, with the Association’s emblem at the heart of the new garden.   He described it as: “The big event of 2009, something which marks what the Association is all about,” and announced that the garden was due to be unveiled in September.

RAFA’s New Image Refreshment

The Director of Membership and Areas, Bob Hounslow, updated the Conference

on the progress made on the refreshment exercise of the RAF Association image.

He stated that it was vital to tackle the issues facing the Association and said that the organisation should be professional, relevant and visible, in line with the RAF’s aim to be agile, adaptable and capable.

He gave a presentation to Conference on the current image refreshment plans, which have been previously featured in Air Mail and circulated among the Branches, as well as briefings given at all Area Conferences. 

[The plans for the new image received such unanimous approval from Conference Delegates that on Sunday morning Emergency Resolution 1 was proposed and carried unanimously by Conference Delegates]
70th Anniversary of the Battle of Britain 
As a result of Resolution 15/08 from the Fareham Branch which stated:

“This Conference resolves that the Association holds a major commemoration event (or events) in 2010, to recognise the 70th Anniversary of the Battle of Britain and tasks Central Headquarters to begin preparations and report progress to Conference 2009”

Bob Hounslow, the Director of Membership and Areas, informed the Conference that the intention was to hold a major commemoration event in the City of London.  This would comprise a Service in St Paul’s Cathedral on 7th September 2010, followed by a parade through the streets of London and several Receptions on completion using the Guildhall and other places of distinction.  The RAF Association would take the lead and would have the full backing of the Chief of the Air Staff and the RAF.  

He also briefed the Conference on other proposed events which included services at York Minister and Coventry Cathedral as well as a major event at the Welsh Senedd.  Following on from the successful Peterborough Cathedral Christmas Concert in 2008 and that planned for Liverpool 2009, two concerts are planned for 2010 at Wells Cathedral and Perth Concert Hall. 

Welfare

The Director of Welfare, Tricia Freer, gave an update on the welfare activities of the Association over the last year.

In her update she spoke about the Respite Care Homes, RAFA welfare volunteers and improved training for them as well as the support that RAFA provides for today’s serving RAF, including Storybook Wings and the refurbishment of Contact Housing.

Fundraising

The Director of Wings Appeal, Sharon Needham, updated the Conference on the plans going forward for the Wings Appeal over the coming years.  She spoke of consistency of the brand in ensuring that the Wings logo became as important to the Association as the Poppy was to the British Legion.  She also spoke of the new branding and Wings materials for Branches as well as the plans for the Battle of Britain Anniversary in 2010.

During her update, she also gave an overview of the successful events that had taken place in 2008 such as the Brew for the Few at RAF Coningsby as well as informing Conference of events in the pipeline for 2009.   She concluded by giving a big thank-you to the Membership who went out year after year and collected for the Wings Appeal.

VOTE OF THANKS

The vote of thanks was proposed by Wg Cdr Mike Richards, Chairman of the Cornwall Region and Vice-Chairman of the Wales, Midland and South Western Area. It was seconded by Flt Sgt Kath Griffiths, the Station RAFALO from RAF Kinloss and Scottish Area RAFALO.  The following were thanked: 

His Worshipful, The Mayor of Bournemouth, Cllr Stephen Chappell and the Borough of Bournemouth; the Christchurch, Poole and Ringwood Branches of the RAF Association; the 130 (Bournemouth), 171 (Christchurch) and 149 (Poole) Squadrons of the Air Training Corps; the Band of the RAF Regiment; the Bournemouth Division of St John Ambulance; the Staff of the Bournemouth International Centre; the Dorset Constabulary; the President for his Chairmanship of Conference and the Chairman and Members of Central Council; Mrs Margaret Duff, the Annual Conference Organiser; the Annual Conference Committee; the Parade Marshal Mr Pete Stockdale; the National Standard Bearer Mr Mike Facey, and all Standard Bearers of the RAF Association; the Staff of Central Headquarters, Area Headquarters and RAFATRAD Ltd.

VENUE FOR ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2010

The RAFA Annual Conference 2010 will be held in the Winter Gardens in Blackpool, between Friday 21st and Sunday 23rd May 2010.

A full transcript of the President’s Address, the Chairman of Central Council’s Address and the Honorary Treasurer’s Address are available from the Secretary General at RAFA CHQ.
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