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DIARY DATES

2010 

Jun, TBC
Flowerbed on The Mound, Edinburgh, planted to support RAF and RAFA
Jun 26
Armed Forces Day – Regional events

Jul 24
East Fortune Airshow

Sep 7
London City Salute – St Paul’s Cathedral, London

Sep 11
Leuchars Airshow

Sep 12
Dowding Memorial Service, Moffat

Sep 19
Battle of Britain Church Services

Oct 3
RAFA Annual Golf Competition, Perth

Oct 15
Edinburgh Castle Black Tie Dinner
End Oct
RAFA BoB/Perth 800th Anniversary Time Capsule

Nov 14
Remembrance Sunday

Dec 16
Perth Carol Concert, National Event
MESSAGE FROM THE AREA DIRECTOR

1. Since my last newsletter we have had six runners, including Victoria our Area Fundraiser, taking part in the Edinburgh Marathon Festival races, raising around £5,500.  In addition though there were many other runners that chose RAFA as one of their charities to support for the event.  It was a great day, although very hot.  We received lots of support from local businesses who provided us with biscuits and bananas allowing us to provide support to our runners and others who would otherwise not have visited the RAF Association marquee.  My sincere thanks go to all that ran and supported the event.  

2. I was recently informed that the core members of Forres and Kinloss Branch would be standing down due to a variety of reasons.  The Branch was potentially going to close but, following letters being sent to members in the area, I am very pleased to announce that we have a new cadre of members that are keen to take over committee roles, this includes a volunteer to be trained as an Honorary Welfare Officer and at least one serving Officer.  These new committee members have interesting and exciting ideas of how to develop the Branch and increase the profile of the RAF Association in the area so exciting times lay ahead.

3. During the second week of June we will have a static display between the Chamber and Members’ Restaurant in the Scottish Parliament which will provide information to MSPs about the Association and raise our profile.  This is the next stage of my 12 month plan is to make the public aware of the Association and the RAF Family.  This will be complemented with the completion of the RAF Roundel flowerbed on The Mound, Edinburgh, and the Battle of Britain-themed exhibition by the City of Edinburgh Council for Gardening Scotland which expects 30,000 visitors.  For Gardening Scotland we managed to secure a 1:3 scale model Spitfire which will form the centre piece.


ANNUAL CONFERENCE – 21-23 MAY 2010
4. This year’s Annual Conference took place in Blackpool with 164 Branches delegates representing 22,120 members.  Thirteen resolutions were submitted with 12 being carried, while 3 were lost and 2 were withdrawn.  Group Captain Chris Birks, our Area President (designate) and his wife, Dorothy, were in attendance. 
5. Scotland and Northern Ireland Area did well in the National Awards with the following being presented:-
The Buckhurst Hill Wings Trophy
Carrickfergus
(Second Highest Net Collection)

The Sir Harold Lydford Trophy
Carrickfergus
(Second Highest Net Collection per member (UK))

The Dame Anna Neagle Trophy
Carrickfergus
(Highest Home Collecting Box income per member)

The Sir Charles Wheeler Trophy
RAF Aldergrove 
(Highest Collection per Head (UK))

The UK Branch Efficiency Shield
Armagh 
(The Home Branch judged to be the most efficient of those
Branches with 150 members or less)

The Branch Newsletter Competition Trophy
Edinburgh, Lothians 
(Best Branch Newsletter)

& Borders
CENTRAL COUNCIL
6. Following elections at Annual Conference Central Council is now as outlined below.  

President
AM P Sturley
Chairman
AVM N A Bairsto
Vice-President
AVM D Whittaker
Vice-President
AVM P Liddell

Vice-Chairman
Doctor B Pattison
Hon Treasurer
Air Cdre J Harrison
Members
Air Cdr R Paterson
Sgt G L Evans


Air Cdr J A Bell
Wg Cdr C H Goss



Sgt W Swiggs
Mr R Bertram



Mrs J A Boothman
Mrs W J Conlon



Mr J W Lee
Mr I L McEnnis



Dr B Pattison
Mr K Stone



Mr J B Wilkie
Mr G J Middleton



Mr B Darke
Mr J A Tisbury



Mr F C Barrett
Mr J Skelton
BBC1 SERIES – REMEMBRANCE WEEK
7. Mr Haral Patel is involved in the making of a TV series about Remembrance for the BBC, to be shown daily during the week leading up to Remembrance Sunday. The series will feature first-hand interviews from a variety of people spanning decades from WW2 onwards. They are working closely with and have the full backing of the MOD for this series.
8. Mr Patel is keen to include stories from some of our members involving first-hand experiences from veterans and/or those that have experienced times of conflict.  He is particularly keen to get in touch with people that have experience of conflicts since WW2, e.g. the Falklands, the Gulf Wars and conflicts in the Balkans.

9. Other areas of interest are eyewitness accounts, not necessarily of those from the frontline, but other areas of the armed forces and related organisations for light-hearted stories giving a different angle on Remembrance and the Armed Forces. Mr Patel has been in touch with the Battle of Britain Memorial Trust also, as the Battle of Britain is one story they are keen to include; again, not just from a ‘frontline’ point of view.

10. If you would like to contact him, his details are as follows:-

Mr Hiral Patel

Researcher

Fever Media
Clearwater Yard
35 Inverness Street
London NW1 7HB
Switchboard: +44 (0) 20 7428 5760 | Direct: +44 (0) 207 428 5754

Fax: +44 (0) 20 7267 3730
hiral.patel@fevermedia.co.uk


HYPERLINK "http://www.fevermedia.co.uk/" \o "http://www.fevermedia.co.uk/"
www.fevermedia.co.uk
CITY OF LONDON BATTLE OF BRITAIN & RAF WORLD WAR II VETERANS SALUTE 
11. There has been an outstanding response to the above event and all places for the service of remembrance and receptions have now been taken.   Tickets and information will be sent out towards the end of July.

12. We are holding a reserve list and if you would like to apply we would be more than happy to add your details to this list.  

13. Should you have any questions regarding this event or wish to check if your application has been successful please contact:-

Lorna Tagg Tel No. 0116 268 8754 or email lorna.tagg@rafa.org.uk
APPEAL FOR RAF SQUADRONAIRES FOR 70TH BIRTHDAY PARTY

14. The RAF has launched a national appeal to find previous members of its famous big band, the Royal Air Force Squadronaires. The aim of the appeal is to find surviving early members of the band as well as family, friends and close associates of original members. They are also looking for people who have fond wartime memories of them - people who hold the band and their motivating wartime music close to their hearts and, perhaps, were brought together by the band. 

15. Selected applicants will be invited to be special guests at a RAF Squadronaires anniversary event in Central London where they will perform a selection of tracks from their new album, ‘In The Mood: The Glenn Miller Celebration.’ They hope that these people can also contribute photos and memorabilia to form a special ‘RAF Squadronaires Anniversary’ exhibition to be held simultaneously.
16. The RAF Squadronaires’ anniversary reunion will take place at Ronnie Scotts on June 11th to help celebrate their 70th Birthday as well as coinciding with the 70th Anniversary of the Battle of Britain. Dame Vera Lynn’s late husband, clarinettist & saxophonist Harry Lewis, was a founder member of the RAF Squadronaires. Dame Vera hopes to join the celebrations at Ronnie Scotts in June.

17. The RAF appeal is hoping to reconnect with early members and associates so that their stories and memories are documented and not lost forever. Anyone that would like to submit stories and photos of the RAF Squadronaires should contact:

www.rafsquadronaires.com



RAF Squadronaires

c/o Decca Records

Beaumont House

Avonmore Road

Kensington Village

London

W14 8TS

WEAR YOUR UNIFORM TO WORK DAY – 25 JUNE 2010

18. Uniform to Work Day this year is on Friday 25th June.  Reservists (including Volunteer Reserve Training personnel) from all three Services are encouraged to wear their Service uniform at their civilian place of work.  It is held every year and is now incorporated as part of the Armed Forces Day celebrations.

19. In parallel with this, veterans are also encouraged to wear their HM Armed Forces Veterans Bade on 25th June.

RAF AT CENTRE, GRANTOWN ON SPEY, 11 JUNE 2010
20. RAF AT Centre at Grantown on Spey are planning an open day on Friday, 11 June 2010 and they have extended an invitation to RAFA members if they show their membership card although there will be controlled entry.
BRANCH CLOSURE
21. Sadly, it has been advised that Exeter Branch closed as of 31st March 2010.
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N G BRISBANE MA RAF
Area Director 
JUNE 2010
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