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No
DIARY DATES 2010 

Jul 24
East Fortune Airshow

Aug 18
Scotland Southern Regional Committee Meeting

Aug 22
Newry & Mourne Memorial Parade, Kilkeel

Aug 28
Ards Aviation Fair

Aug 29
Battle of Britain Service, Old Presbyterian Church, Larne

Sep 4/5
Portrush International Airshow

Sep 7
City of London Salute – St Paul’s Cathedral, London

Sep 10
Launch of Northern Ireland Battle of Britain Wings Appeal 2010

Sep 10
Northern Ireland Regional Committee Meeting

Sep 11
Leuchars Airshow

Sep 12
Dowding Memorial Service, Moffat

Sep 12
Carrickfergus & Londonderry Branch Battle of Britain Church Services & Parades

Sep 13-19
Battle of Britain Week

Sep 19
Battle of Britain Church Services

Sep 19
Annual Battle of Britain Church Service & Parade, RAF Aldergrove

Sep 26
Armagh & East Belfast Battle of Britain Church Services & Parades
Oct 3
RAFA Annual Golf Competition, Perth
Oct 13
Scotland Northern Regional Committee Meeting

MESSAGE FROM THE AREA DIRECTOR

1. Fresh from a recent Area Council meeting, I hope to be able to convey the sentiments of those that have been elected to represent you all.  We have seen successes at Gardening Scotland, where around 30,000 people were expected to see the RAFA/City of Edinburgh exhibition, based on the Battle of Britain and which won a silver medal.  We had a notice board with information about the Association and the Battle which had membership forms at its base and attracted coverage from the Beechgrove Garden! (see right)
2. In a similar vein, Lisburn Branch is also likely to be given a floral display or tree planting to commemorate the Battle of Britain.  Details are still being confirmed but we are optimistic that a flowerbed will be planted in the design of the RAF Roundel or Wings beside the A1 just to the south of Lisburn.  More details to follow.
3. Continuing the good news, I have great pleasure in informing you that Mr Bob Chandler from Ayr and Prestwick Branch has been awarded a National Presidential Certificate for all his work on behalf of the Association.  I am sure that you will all join me in offering congratulations.
4. There have been requests for a new Branches Handbook and, in consultation with Area Councillors we have agreed to issue a list of Branch Secretaries and Welfare Officers to provide the most frequently used contacts.  In respect of Branch administration, there are still Branch Form 1056 outstanding; please ensure that these are returned as soon as possible to allow for an accurate Branches handbook to be issued.  I also realise that some Branches are struggling with the increased burden of Office of the Scottish Charities Regulator (OSCR) annual returns.  To try and reduce the overall burden I am happy to receive a copy of your OSCR accounts as your Branch Accounts which will remove the need to duplicate effort.  
5. I noticed at the end of last year that many (most) branches do not claim the Wings Rebate that they are entitled to.  I brought this to the attention of Area Council who agreed that we should encourage Branches to claim this which means that there will be more Welfare money available at Branch level for local needs.  If insufficient welfare requests are received within the Area then this money can be returned to Central HQ at the end of each year.  To that end, I would encourage all Branches to request their full Wings rebate.

6. I hope you noticed that we have enclosed a questionnaire with this month’s Newsletter.  Our intention is to determine why attendance at Area and National Conferences continues to decline and if HQ can do anything to help turn that around.  There are a few questions which we have tried to ask honestly and I would greatly appreciate your candid answers.

ARMED FORCES’ DAY – 26 JUNE 2010
7. Armed Forces Day took place across most parts of the country last weekend.  The National event took place in Cardiff and in 2011 Edinburgh will have that honour.  It is only the second Armed Forces Day (since changing from Veterans Day) and there was a marked improvement in the attendance, organisation and enthusiasm.  I hope that many of you managed to attend a local event and greatly enjoyed the day.
ANNUAL GOLF COMPETITION
8. The Annual Golf Competition is to be held at King James VI Golf Club, Perth on 3 October 2010.  The format will follow that in previous years with team and individual prizes.  Notes of interested parties are invited at this time and should be sent to Mike McCourt at Area HQ.
HONOURS AND AWARDS

9. Branches and Members are being reminded to put forward nominations for State Awards for the Queen’s Birthday Honours List 2011 and National Presidential Certificates for the New Year Honours List 2011 as a review is due to take place in August.  Any nominations need to have been received by CHQ no later than the end of July 2010 although submission may however be sent in at any time throughout the year.  All submissions from Branch Committees or members should have the support of both the Area President and the Area Director before submission to CHQ and should be of exceptional quality, particularly in the case of State Awards.  If you do not feel personally that they are strong enough, further strengthening should be requested.  All recommendations should be set out as fully as possible on an MOD Form 408, an electronic copy of which can be obtained from CHQ.

10. You are reminded that the Committee are striving for good citations which fully outline all that the nominee has done for the Association and the wider community, this does not necessarily mean simply a record of positions held, length of service and age.
11. National Presidential Certificates were awarded as follows:

	NAME
	RAFA BRANCH
	AREA

	Mr Robert Chandler
	Ayr & Prestwick
	Scotland & Northern Ireland

	Mr Peter Clarke
	Jersey
	European

	Mr Douglas Marsh
	Long Sutton
	South East & Eastern

	Mrs Margaret Perryman
	Huntingdon & District
	South East & Eastern

	Mr Dennis Sexton
	Hythe & Romney Marsh
	South East & Eastern

	Mr Derek Sweetenham
	Alresford & District
	South East & Eastern


RAFA AFFINITY PARTNER - PAYCARE

12. RAFA and Paycare have joined forces to offer RAFA members a policy for health costs.  Paying for healthcare can leave a big hole in your finances.  For most people health costs money. Even under the NHS, dentists and opticians levy charges and therapies like chiropody and acupuncture can fall outside NHS cover.  From a few pennies a day Paycare pay back 100% of your healthcare costs, up to an annual limit.  Receive a £20 M&S voucher when you take out a policy and the Association benefits too!  For further information call Paycare on 01902 371010 and quote reference “RAFA”, or visit www.paycare.org/rafa
RAFA CORPORATE STYLE GUIDE

13. New Style Guidelines for RAFA have been produced and enclosed with this Newsletter is a Corporate Style Guide which includes a Master Logo CD.  Please ensure that any literature/correspondence which is produced on behalf of RAFA follows the guidelines laid out so that all Branches are consistent with the whole Association.
EDINBURGH TO HOST ARMED FORCES DAY 2011

14. Thousands of servicemen and women will take part in a "spectacular" celebration based at Edinburgh Castle next year, after the Capital won the right to host the UK's National Armed Forces Day.

15. The Royal Navy, Army and Royal Air Force servicemen and women who take part will be joined by cadets and veterans, with organisers promising "a major spectacle" around the Castle and city centre.

REMEMBERING SCOTLAND AT WAR

16. Remembering Scotland At War is a pioneering online museum with a social networking area particularly aimed at 'capturing memories'. It has been developed by Museums Galleries Scotland to showcase and encourage personal accounts from civilians, younger and older veterans, and currently serving military of how conflict has affected them.  For those with internet access, log on to www.RememberingScotlandAtWar.org.uk 
BRANCH CLOSURE
17. Sadly, it has been advised that Skegness Branch closed on 31st May.

N G BRISBANE MA RAF
Area Director 
JULY 2010
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